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The European Parliament (EP) represents a groundbreaking experiment in 

supranational governance, an institution that defies easy comparison to traditional 

legislative bodies. Its unique character is inextricably linked to its composition: a 

diverse assembly of democratically elected representatives from across the European 

Union's member states, reflecting a tapestry of national identities, political ideologies, 

and, crucially, linguistic traditions. Comprised of Members of the European 

Parliament (MEPs) from nations, the EP operates across a landscape of 24 official 

languages. This inherent multilingualism is not merely a logistical challenge; it is a 

fundamental aspect of the EP's identity, reflecting the EU's commitment to inclusivity 

and democratic participation. This article aims to delve into the core functions of the 

European Parliament, explore its operational structure, and illuminate the vital role 

that interpretation plays in enabling its multifaceted activities. 

At the heart of the EP's power lies its legislative authority, which it exercises in 

concert with the Council of the European Union. This shared responsibility for 

shaping EU law makes the EP a critical player in the Union's decision-making 

processes. While the European Commission retains the exclusive right to initiate 

legislation, acting as the engine for new policy proposals, the EP's role in 

scrutinizing, amending, and ultimately approving or rejecting those proposals is 

paramount. This collaborative dynamic ensures that EU laws are subject to rigorous 

democratic oversight.The EP’s influence isn’t solely limited to acting on proposals 

from the Commission. MEPs also have the power to instigate policy development by 

requesting the Commission to draft legislation addressing specific issues. This 

proactive capacity allows the Parliament to respond to the concerns and demands of 

EU citizens, translating public sentiment into concrete legislative action. The EP's 

influence extends beyond the realm of domestic policy, encompassing crucial 

decisions related to international agreements and the enlargement of the European 

Union through the accession of new member states. These responsibilities underscore 

the EP's significance in shaping the EU's global role and its future trajectory. 

Beyond its legislative function, the European Parliament serves as a crucial 

supervisory body, charged with ensuring accountability and transparency across all 
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EU institutions. This commitment to democratic oversight is manifested in several 

ways. The EP plays a critical role in shaping the composition of the European 

Commission, holding the power to approve or reject the Commission's president and 

its team of commissioners. This power allows the EP to ensure that the Commission 

is aligned with the democratic will of the European citizenry. The EP also engages in 

regular dialogue with the European Central Bank (ECB) regarding monetary policy, 

scrutinizing the ECB's decisions and ensuring that they are consistent with the EU's 

broader economic objectives. 

Furthermore, the EP possesses a powerful tool for holding the Commission 

accountable: the ability to initiate a vote of no confidence. This mechanism, though 

rarely used, provides the EP with the ultimate means of dismissing the entire 

Commission, underscoring the Parliament's power to enforce democratic principles 

within the EU system. The EP’s dedication to promoting democracy extends beyond 

the EU’s borders through its participation in election observation missions, promoting 

fair and transparent electoral processes across the globe. 

The EP’s mandate extends to the budgetary sphere, where it acts as a co-

legislator alongside the Council of the European Union. In this role, the EP approves 

the EU’s annual budget, meticulously reviewing spending priorities and ensuring that 

funds are allocated in a manner that reflects the EU’s policy objectives. Moreover, the 

EP monitors the implementation of the budget, holding EU institutions accountable 

for the responsible and transparent use of public resources. 

The physical operations of the European Parliament are distributed across three 

distinct locations: Strasbourg, Brussels, and Luxembourg. This unique geographical 

arrangement reflects the complex history and political dynamics of the European 

Union. Strasbourg, the official seat of the EP, hosts twelve plenary sessions annually. 

Brussels, the de facto capital of the EU, serves as a secondary hub for parliamentary 

activity, accommodating additional sessions and committee meetings. Luxembourg, 

the EP’s third location, houses its administrative functions. This dispersal of 

parliamentary activities serves to decentralize power within the Union and reinforce 

the commitment to transparency. 

The choice of Strasbourg as the EP's official seat is steeped in symbolism. As a 

city straddling the border between France and Germany, Strasbourg embodies the 

spirit of reconciliation and cooperation that lies at the heart of the European project. 

This historical significance is complemented by the practical need to facilitate close 

interaction with the European Commission, headquartered in Brussels.The European 

Parliament is committed to transparency and openness, evident in the public 
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accessibility of its meetings. EU citizens, and tourists from around the globe, are 

welcome to attend parliamentary proceedings, subject to security protocols and 

registration requirements for group visits. This commitment to public engagement 

extends beyond physical access to the Parliament. Visitors can explore the 

Parliamentarium, an interactive multimedia center designed to educate citizens of all 

ages, including children, about the workings of the EP and the broader European 

political landscape. 

In a symbolic move underscoring the EP’s commitment to freedom of 

expression and human rights, one of the halls within the Parliament's press center 

bears the name of Anna Politkovskaya, a Russian journalist and human rights activist 

who was murdered for her investigative reporting. This dedication serves as a 

reminder to advocate for human rights. 

The Indispensable Role of Interpreters: 

In light of its inherent multilingualism, the European Parliament relies heavily 

on the services of skilled interpreters. Interpretation is crucial for communication of 

MEPs. The diversity of the EP cannot function without interpreters. These 

professionals act as linguistic and cultural bridges, facilitating effective 

communication among MEPs from diverse backgrounds. Without them, the 

legislative process would grind to a halt. As stated on the EP’s official website, the 

parliament cannot function without language interpretation. Interpreters serve a vital 

purpose of connecting the different parties of the legislative body. Their skills allow 

MEPs to participate fully in debates, contribute to the formulation of policies, and, 

ultimately, craft legislation that reflects the interests of all EU citizens. The European 

Parliament, therefore, would be unable to maintain a transparent and effective 

legislative environment without interpreters. 

In conclusion, the European Parliament stands as a testament to the power of 

international collaboration. It has a diverse base of MEPs from across nations. 

Language interpretation plays a vital role for the communication of MEPs. This 

legislative body allows for a more collaborative system. 
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