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Abstract. This article explores the role and significance of epithets in Charlotte Bronte’s 

novel Jane Eyre, focusing on how they contribute to character development, thematic depth, and the 

creation of atmosphere. Through detailed analysis, the study demonstrates how epithets help 

portray the psychological complexity of the characters, enhance the gothic tone of the settings, and 

reinforce moral and social themes central to the narrative. The article also emphasizes the dynamic 

nature of epithets in the first-person narration, showing how they evolve alongside the protagonist’s 

emotional and intellectual growth. By illustrating these functions through specific examples from 

the novel, this article highlights the importance of epithets as a stylistic and literary device in 

Bronte’s work. 
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Introduction. Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyre is not only a powerful Victorian 

novel about a young woman’s resilience and self-respect, but also a masterpiece of 

literary style and language. One of the remarkable stylistic devices employed 

throughout the narrative is the use of epithets—descriptive expressions that reveal 

deeper truths about characters, settings, or emotions. In Jane Eyre, epithets contribute 

significantly to character development, mood creation, and thematic emphasis. This 

article explores the use of epithets in the novel, categorizing them by their function 

and analyzing specific examples. Moreover, the analysis highlights how these 

epithets align with the psychological and moral dimensions of the protagonist and 

other central figures. 

Charlotte Bronte’s skillful use of epithets throughout Jane Eyre significantly 

contributes to the novel’s richness in character, setting, and tone. These epithets do 

not merely decorate the prose; instead, they serve as essential literary devices that 

reflect inner psychological states, reinforce social critique, and shape the emotional 

landscape of the story. To begin with, one of the most prominent uses of epithets in 

the novel is to develop character identity. Jane Eyre, the protagonist, is frequently 

described using epithets that underscore her moral strength and personal integrity. 

Phrases such as “plain but resolute”, “quiet and self-controlled”, and “small and 

pale but strong in spirit” emphasize her external ordinariness yet internal richness. 

These descriptions support the theme that virtue and self-worth are not determined by 
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appearance but by one’s principles. Moreover, Mr. Rochester is commonly referred to 

with epithets like “dark and brooding”, “mysterious master”, and “stern yet 

passionate”. These repeated descriptors shape his Byronic hero image—flawed, 

intense, and enigmatic. Such epithets build intrigue around his character, especially 

during the early stages of his interaction with Jane, when little is known about his 

past. This, in turn, prepares the reader for the later revelation about Bertha Mason. In 

contrast, Bronte uses negative epithets to frame unsympathetic characters. For 

example, Jane’s Aunt Reed is introduced as a “cold and proud woman” and 

“unfeeling guardian”. These terms reflect Jane’s emotional alienation and 

abandonment during childhood. Similarly, Blanche Ingram, Rochester’s initial 

romantic interest, is called a “vain beauty” and “arrogant lady”, which highlight her 

superficiality and reinforce the idea that beauty without humility lacks true worth. 

Therefore, the strategic placement of epithets in character descriptions provides 

readers with a moral compass, encouraging them to evaluate characters not solely on 

actions but on recurring attributes [3, 731-735]. 

In addition to character development, Bronte utilizes epithets to enhance the 

novel’s atmospheric tension. Through her detailed description of settings, the author 

employs evocative phrases that mirror the psychological states of the characters. For 

instance, Thornfield Hall, the central setting for much of the novel, is frequently 

described as a “gloomy mansion”, a “shadow-filled house”, or a “mysterious 

abode”. These epithets create a gothic mood and suggest that something dark lies 

hidden within the house. This suspicion is later validated when Jane discovers the 

existence of Bertha Mason in the attic. Consequently, these atmospheric epithets 

function not only as mood-setters but also as foreshadowing devices. Furthermore, 

when Jane is sent to Lowood School, the institution is labeled as a “harsh and joyless 

place”, “austere and rigid”, and “bitterly cold”. These phrases reflect both the 

physical deprivation and the emotional neglect experienced by the girls, especially 

during the typhus outbreak. Importantly, these epithets underline the theme of 

suffering as a path to moral development—an idea central to Jane’s growth as a 

character. Moreover, natural settings are described using epithets such as “stormy 

skies”, “moaning wind”, and “dreary moorlands”. These not only situate the 

narrative in its rugged Yorkshire environment but also mirror moments of emotional 

turmoil, such as Jane’s inner conflict after discovering Rochester’s secret or her flight 

into the wilderness. Thus, Bronte’s use of epithets significantly contributes to the 

gothic ambiance and psychological realism of the novel [4, 219-250]. 
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Equally important is Bronte’s use of epithets to highlight central themes such 

as independence, morality, love, and social justice. Through carefully chosen 

descriptors, the author reinforces these recurring motifs. For example, when 

describing Jane’s sense of self, Bronte often uses epithets like “independent mind”, 

“resolute heart”, and “principled woman”. These phrases serve to remind the reader 

of Jane’s refusal to compromise her integrity, even in the face of romantic desire or 

social expectations. A particularly strong moment occurs when Jane leaves Thornfield 

rather than become Rochester’s mistress. At that point, she asserts: “I am no bird; 

and no net ensnares me: I am a free human being with an independent will.” While 

not an epithet per se, this quote supports the identity she has built through the epithets 

Bronte uses for her. Furthermore, the hypocrisy of religious figures is exposed 

through ironic epithets. Mr. Brocklehurst, the manager of Lowood, is described as “a 

pious tyrant” and “stern-faced hypocrite”. These descriptors reveal the gap between 

his professed Christian values and his cruel actions, thus challenging Victorian ideas 

of morality and social hierarchy. Likewise, Rochester’s moral conflict is portrayed 

through conflicting epithets—he is both “generous protector” and “deceiver of the 

heart”. This duality represents the novel’s struggle between love and ethics, between 

desire and duty. In this way, thematic epithets allow Bronte to subtly comment on 

society, gender roles, and personal responsibility without interrupting the narrative 

flow. 

Lastly, epithets in Jane Eyre are often presented through the protagonist’s first-

person narrative, which adds a layer of subjectivity and introspection to their 

meaning. Because Jane is the storyteller, the epithets reflect her evolving 

understanding of herself and others. For instance, when Jane first meets Rochester, 

she refers to him as “abrupt and moody”. As their relationship deepens, the epithets 

shift to “passionate and complex”, indicating how her perception changes with 

emotional closeness. This narrative shift helps readers track the emotional 

progression and personal development of the heroine. Similarly, when Jane 

encounters Blanche Ingram, her description includes the epithet “dazzling lady”, 

which gradually changes to “empty-headed socialite”. This transformation in epithets 

reflects Jane’s internal maturation as she learns to judge others based on substance 

rather than appearance. Thus, epithets in Jane Eyre are not static labels but dynamic 

expressions of emotional and psychological insight, shaped by Jane’s consciousness 

and moral growth. 
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Conclusion. In conclusion, Charlotte Bronte’s use of epithets in Jane Eyre is a 

vital stylistic tool that enhances character development, thematic expression, and 

narrative depth. Through carefully chosen descriptive phrases, Bronte reveals the 

moral and emotional complexity of characters like Jane and Mr. Rochester, while 

exposing the flaws of antagonists. Additionally, epithets contribute to the novel’s 

gothic atmosphere and reflect Jane’s evolving perspective, highlighting her growing 

maturity and insight. Overall, Bronte’s purposeful use of epithets strengthens the 

novel’s psychological realism and reinforces its lasting literary impact. 
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