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Annotation: This article provides a comprehensive examination of effective strategies and 

methods for teaching writing to English as a Foreign Language (EFL) students, who face unique 

linguistic, cultural, and cognitive challenges in mastering this skill. The literature review highlights 

writing’s importance in language acquisition, emphasizing structured programs and the need for 

classroom time dedicated to writing practice. The article explores various instructional 

approaches, including process-based, genre-based, product, and hybrid models, alongside pre-, 

during-, and post-writing strategies like brainstorming, peer review, and collaborative writing. 

Additionally, it discusses task-based, content-based, and technology-enhanced methods, underlining 

their role in building fluency, organization, and confidence. The conclusion reinforces the need for 

consistent practice and feedback, offering potential research questions for further exploration into 

the effectiveness of these teaching practices. 
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Аннотация: В данной статье всесторонне рассматриваются эффективные 

стратегии и методы обучения письму студентов, изучающих английский язык как 

иностранный (EFL), которые сталкиваются с уникальными лингвистическими, 

культурными и когнитивными проблемами при овладении этим навыком. Обзор литературы 

подчеркивает важность письма в процессе овладения языком, акцентирует внимание на 

структурированных программах и необходимости выделения времени в классе для практики 

письма. В статье рассматриваются различные подходы к обучению, включая процессные, 

жанровые, продуктовые и гибридные модели, а также стратегии до, во время и после 

написания, такие как мозговой штурм, рецензирование и совместное написание. Кроме 

того, в книге обсуждаются методы, основанные на заданиях, содержании и технологиях, и 

подчеркивается их роль в развитии беглости, организованности и уверенности. В 

заключении подчеркивается необходимость постоянной практики и обратной связи, а 

также предлагаются потенциальные исследовательские вопросы для дальнейшего изучения 

эффективности этих методов обучения. 

Ключевые слова: EFL Writing Instruction, Writing Strategies, Process Approach, Genre-

Based Approach, Product Approach, Hybrid Models, Pre-Writing Techniques, Collaborative 

Writing, Technology-Enhanced Learning, Feedback and Assessment. 
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Introduction 

Writing is a complex skill that requires a multifaceted approach to instruction. 

For English as a Foreign Language (EFL) students, the challenges are often 

compounded by linguistic, cultural, and cognitive factors. This paper explores 

effective writing strategies and methods that can help EFL students to improve their 

writing skills. 

Literature review 

Writing has consistently been recognized as a critical skill in English language 

acquisition. This significance arises from its role in reinforcing the grammatical 

structures and vocabulary that educators aim to instill in their students. Writing is an 

area where learners require sufficient time to develop their skills; therefore, increased 

classroom time should be allocated to writing practice, especially for English 

language learners (ELLs), to prepare them for effective communication in both real-

world and academic contexts. Engaging students in the writing process through 

diverse activities is an effective approach to achieving this objective. Furthermore, 

writing skills are enhanced when learners’ interests are considered and when they are 

frequently provided with opportunities to practice writing. Since one of the primary 

goals of ESL learners is to produce well-organized written work, a structured writing 

program is essential to address their specific needs. A thorough review of the 

literature reveals that numerous researchers have emphasized the importance of 

exposing ESL students to a variety of genres, strategies, and methods to support their 

success in English writing (Yulianti, D.  B. 2018).   

Writing is a vital skill as it serves as a primary means of communication and 

self-expression. It is applied in everyday tasks such as note-taking, as well as in more 

complex contexts, such as completing forms and academic writing. Yulianti argued 

that writing fosters critical thinking by enabling students to articulate and organize 

their ideas in a structured manner Among the four core language skills taught in 

schools, students typically consider writing the most challenging. The process of 

composition can be intimidating for students, especially those lacking confidence in 

English. Stalin and Kim Hua(2020) described writing as the most demanding skill for 

English as a Second Language (ESL) learners to master. Theresia (2017) also noted 

that many students find writing both difficult and stressful. Misbah et al. (2017) 

suggested that the inability to effectively convey their thoughts can demotivate 

students, reducing their use of English in daily life. Moreover, students often view 

English as a tedious subject, largely due to difficulties in understanding the intricacies 
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of writing. Yunus and Chien (2016) observed that students frequently appear anxious 

and hesitant when writing, leading to disorganized ideas. They further highlighted 

that, although students may have ideas, they often struggle to express them 

cohesively with proper diction and language. Despite learning English from a young 

age, many students still find it challenging to produce grammatically correct, well-

organized essays. Pazilah et al. (2019) emphasized that mastering writing is crucial 

for students as it is required for Malaysian examinations. Therefore, this systematic 

review will explore the strategies used in ESL classrooms to teach writing and 

examine their impact on ESL learners.(M. Lavanya, 2022) 

Effective Writing Strategies 

There are number of strategies in teaching writing, the most common strategy is 

process approach. The process approach to writing emphasizes achieving a final 

product by following a series of steps. Over time, various scholars have developed 

and refined models to guide this writing process. Kallestinova (2017) identified three 

main stages: pre-writing, editing, and revising. According to Donovan and 

McClelland(1980), the process approach cannot be fully understood from an endpoint 

perspective; rather, it requires a progression through drafting stages. They further 

explained that this approach includes dedicated phases for drafting and revising. This 

aligns with findings in the literature. Studies by Qomariyah and Permana( 2016) and 

Chandran et al.(2019)  suggest that using a process-based approach can foster 

creativity in students as they develop paragraphs, ultimately enhancing their writing 

experience. 

Another common approach is genre-based approach. Martin(1990) argues that 

genre-based approaches motivate students and foster continuous learning. This 

cyclical approach enables students to engage with, comprehend, and critically 

analyze authentic texts. Teachers and students can collaboratively interpret these 

texts, aligning with the findings of recent studies. Choi & Wong (2018) and Stalin & 

Kim Hua further support the use of genre pedagogy to structure learning and 

encourage creative expression. 

The product approach, another strategy for language learning, emphasizes the 

final written output. Tangpermpoon (2008) suggests that this approach strengthens 

grammar and syntax in second language writing, and also enhances language 

awareness through model paragraphs, sentence combining, and rhetorical pattern 

exercises. Palanisamy & Aziz (2021) further support this idea, highlighting that the 
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primary focus of this approach is the quality of the final product, including factors 

such as readability, grammar, and the clarity of main ideas and supporting details.  

Finally, the hybrid approach which is the combination of two approaches. There 

were two hybrid approaches found: process-genre approach (Sapurta 2015) and 

process-product approach (Yuk A,C,K 2021) 

1. Pre-writing Strategies: 

o Brainstorming: Encourage students to generate ideas freely through techniques 

like mind mapping or listing. 

o Outlining: Help students organize their thoughts into a logical structure. 

o Freewriting: Promote fluency by writing continuously without worrying about 

grammar or spelling. 

2. Writing Strategies: 

o Timed Writing: Practice writing under time constraints to improve fluency and 

time management. 

o Process Writing: Guide students through the writing process, emphasizing 

planning, drafting, revising, editing, and proofreading. 

o Journal Writing: Encourage regular writing practice to develop fluency and self-

expression. 

o Collaborative Writing: Facilitate peer collaboration to exchange ideas, provide 

feedback, and improve writing quality. 

3. Post-writing Strategies: 

o Peer Review: Have students exchange and provide feedback on each other's 

writing. 

o Self-assessment: Encourage students to evaluate their own writing and identify 

areas for improvement. 

o Teacher Feedback: Provide specific, constructive feedback to help students 

improve their writing. 

o Portfolio Assessment: Collect and evaluate students' writing over time to track 

their progress. 

Effective Writing Methods 

In addition to strategies, effective writing methods can enhance EFL students' writing 

skills: 

1. Task-Based Learning: Engage students in authentic writing tasks that simulate 

real-world situations. 
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2. Content-Based Instruction: Integrate writing into content-area instruction to 

provide context and relevance. 

3. Technology-Enhanced Learning: Utilize technology tools, such as word 

processors, grammar checkers, and online writing platforms, to support writing 

development. 

4. Error Correction: Provide targeted feedback on errors to help students improve 

their accuracy. 

5. Reading Extensively: Encourage students to read widely to expand their 

vocabulary, improve their grammar, and develop their writing style. 

Conclusion 

By incorporating a combination of effective strategies and methods, EFL 

teachers can create a supportive and stimulating learning environment that fosters the 

development of students' writing skills. It is important to remember that writing is a 

gradual process, and continuous practice and feedback are essential for improvement. 

By providing opportunities for regular writing, constructive feedback, and authentic 

language use, teachers can empower EFL students to become confident and skilled 

writers. 

Possible Research Questions 

1. How does the use of technology-enhanced learning impact EFL students' writing 

development? 

2. What is the most effective approach to providing feedback on EFL students' 

writing? 

3. How does the integration of reading and writing activities enhance EFL students' 

writing skills? 

4. What are the cultural factors that influence EFL students' writing processes and 

strategies? 

By exploring these research questions, we can gain a deeper understanding of the 

factors that contribute to successful EFL writing instruction and develop evidence-

based practices to improve student outcomes. 

Refereneces: 

1. Chandran, Y., Plaindaren, C. J., Pavadai, S., & Yunus, M. M. (2019). Collaborative Writing: An  

Integration  of  Snack  Bars  and  Hi-Five  Fingers  via  Social  Media.  Creative  Education, 

10(02), 475. 

2. Choi, T. H., & Wong, W. C. C. (2018). “Platform nine and three-quarters” and more:  

Scaffolding ESL  writing  through  teacher  modelling  and  creative  imitation.  TESOL  

Journal,  9(4), e00423. doi:10.1002/tesj.423    

3. Donovan, T. R., & McClelland, B. W. (1980). Eight approaches to teaching composition. 



 

 
10 

4. Kallestinova, E. (2017). Crafting an Argument in Steps: A Writing Process Model for Graduate  

and Professional Students with LD. Learning Disabilities: A Contemporary  Journal, 15(1), 15-

37.   

5. Lavanya Vejayan Writing Skills and Writing Approaches in ESL Classroom: A Systematic 

Review, nternational Journal of Academic Research in Business and Social Sciences. 12(6), 

1301 – 1319 

6. Martin, J. R. (1999). Mentoring semogenesis: ‘Genre-based’ literacy pedagogy. Pedagogy and  

the shaping of consciousness: Linguistic and social processes, 123155. 

7. Misbah, N. H., Mohamad, M., Yunus, M. M., & Ya’acob, A. (2017). Identifying the Factors   

Contributing  to  Students’  Difficulties  in  the  English  Language  Learning.  Creative 

Education, 8(13), 1999-2008. 

8. Palanisamy, S. & Aziz, A. A. (2021). Systematic Review: Challenges in Teaching Writing 

Skills  for Upper Secondary in ESL Classrooms and Suggestions to overcome them. Malaysian 

Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities (MJSSH), 6(4), 262-275. 

9. Pazilah, F. N., Hashim, H., Yunus, M. M., & Rafiq, K. R. M (2019). Improving Narrative   

Writing in ESL Classroom Using Picture Series. Religación, 4, 118-123. 

10. Qomariyah, S. S. A., & Permana, D. (2016). Process Based Approach towards Students’   

Creativity in Writing English Paragraph. IJELTAL (Indonesian Journal of English Language 

Teaching and Applied Linguistics), 1(1), 37-47. 

11. Saputra, H., & Marzulina, L. (2015). Teaching writing by using process genre approach to the  

eighth grade students of SMP Negeri 22 Palembang. Edukasi: Jurnal Pendidikan dan  

Pengajaran, 2(1), 1-12 

12. Stalin T., & Kim Hua, T. (2020). Use of Snapchat to Enhance Primary School English as   

Second Language Learners in the Writing of Personal Information. International Journal of 

English Language and Literature Studies, 9(4), 330-338 

13. Tangpermpoon, T. (2008). Integrated approaches to improve students writing skills for English  

major students. ABAC journal, 28(2). 

14. Thresia, F. (2017). Improving students’writing ability through cue cards technique.  Premise:  

Journal of English Education and Applied Linguistics, 6(1), 8-19. 

15. Yuk, A. C. K., & Yunus, M. M. (2021). Using Peer-Modo Feedback at the Pre-Writing Stage to 

Improve  Year  4  Pupils'  Writing  Performance.  Journal  of  Education  and  e-Learning 

Research, 8(1), 116-124. 

16. Yulianti, D.  B. (2018).  Learning strategies  applied by  the students  in writing  English  text. 

Journal on English as a Foreign Language, 8(1), 19-38. 

17. Yunus, M. M., & Chien, C. H. (2016). The use of mind mapping strategy in Malaysian  

university English test (MUET) Writing. Creative Education, 7(04), 619. 

 

 


